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AGRICULTURE IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
-PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE 
Agricultural development and production in Western Australia, 1946 to 
1966, and projections to 1976 
By A. W. HOGSTROM, B.Sc. (Agric), Rural Economics and Marketing 
THE post war period has seen very rapid growth and changes in the agriculture of 
Western Austral ia. 
Almost every industry and region of the State has contributed to the growth of rural 
production which in tu rn has been responsible for much of the development in other 
sectors of the economy. 
Total farm area 
The area of land on farms has increased 
from 32 million acres in 1946 to 45 million 
acres in 1966—an increase of 41 per cent. 
Over the past six to eight years, the rate 
of land release has been about one million 
acres per year. This release of Crown land 
is made after survey of suitable areas by 
the Department of Lands and Surveys and 
blocks are allocated after considering each 
applicant's experience and financial status. 
A nominal price of 50 cents to one 
dollar per acre is the usual charge for this 
virgin land. 
The rapid expansion of the farming 
areas has been brought about in two ways: 
Large areas of land have been thrown 
°ven in previously undeveloped regions. 
Examples of this are the West Midlands, 
the Esperance area, the south coastal area 
east of Albany, Newdegate-East Pingrup 
area, and some areas in the heavy 
timbered, high rainfall regions such as 
Boddington and Rocky Gully. Most of 
these areas comprise light sandy-surfaced 
soils. 
The development of these areas depends 
°n the use of the trace elements, copper 
and zinc, with liberal amounts of super-
phosphate and the sowing of subterranean 
clover pastures to improve the fertility 
and productivity of the inherently poor 
soils. Agricultural research stations have 
played a large role in making this develop-
ment possible. Research stations on light 
land are established at Wongan Hills, 
Esperance, Badgingarra (in the West 
Midlands) and Newdegate. 
The remainder of the increase in farm 
area (about 9 million acres or 66 per cent, 
of the increase since 1945) has been the 
allocation of the lighter soils in the older 
established areas. 
The original settlements were confined 
as much as possible to the heavier 
timbered areas which characterised the 
heavier and more naturally fertile soils. 
It should be noted that even these soils 
required large dressings of superphosphate 
for good crop and pasture growth. The 
allocation of the lighter soils in the older 
districts has contributed to an increase in 
the average size of farms in these districts, 
since the land has mostly been given to 
existing farmers. 
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-Two tractors pulling a heavy chain knock dorm mallee scrub near Gnowangorup. The ai 
from 32 million acres in 1946 to 45 million acres in 1966 
Table 1.—Total area and cleared area 
Total area (million acres) 
Cleared area (million acres) 
Cleared percentage total 
1946 
31.8 
13.9 
44.0 
1956 
38.2 
21.5 
56.0 
1966 
45.4 
30.9 
68.0 
Est. 
1976 
55.0 
43.7 
79.0 
There still remains about 10 million 
acres of land suitable for cultivation with 
an annual average rainfall of over 11 
inches. About eight million acres (80 per 
cent.) of this has a rainfall of less than 
14 inches. This land is located to the east 
of present development and in particular 
in the triangle bounded by the south coast 
and lines from Southern Cross to the 
south coast near Hopetoun and to the 
coast near Israelite Bay (100 miles east of 
Esperance). 
The other 2 million acres is located In 
the West Midlands, on the south and west 
coasts (over 25 in. annual rainfall) and 
scattered in small parcels in other parts 
of the agricultural areas. 
This 10 million acres should all be 
allocated in the next 10 years providing 
that climatic and economic conditions are 
satisfactory for continued expansion of 
agriculture. 
If new technology is developed within 
this time to enable areas with lower rain-
fall to be utilised the boundary to develop-
ment can be pushed further eastward. 
Cleared area 
The cleared area on farms has increased 
from 13.9 million acres in 1946 to 30.9 
million acres in 1966—an average of 850,000 
acres per year. In recent years the rate 
has consistently exceeded one million 
acres per year. This rate is likely to con-
tinue while land is still being allocated 
at this rate and until the newly-allocated 
farms are sufficiently cleared to be pro-
ductive units. 
The cleared area in 1976 is estimated at 
nearly 44 million acres. 
About a third of the clearing in post war 
years has been on farms allocated before 
1940. The use of trace elements has en-
abled the light scrub and mallee soils on 
these older properties to be used. Pios-
perous times have also enabled fBxm**l 
on the eastern margins to develop tne 
356 
Journal of Agriculture, Vol 8 No 9 1967
.JiW-J 
• w w ^ l ^ i W J I ^ I 
^loughing-in scrub at Badgingarra in the West Midlands. The virgin scrub is usually rolled, then burnt before the 
init ial ploughing. Large areas of land have been thrown open in previously undeveloped regions 
heavier timbered land in low rainfall 
areas. Farm size in the less-than-12 inch 
rainfall belt has increased from 1,000 to 
2.000 acres in 1946 to 5,000 to 10,000 acres 
at present. The expansion of total farm 
area has offset the lower and more variable 
crop yields. 
This increase in productive area has 
been achieved through the use of large 
scale machinery without increasing the 
labour force. 
About 40 per cent, of the clearing post 
war has been on farms allocated since 
1945 in the established areas. The re-
mainder, or about 25 per cent, of post war 
clearing has been in project areas such 
as the West Midland and south coast. 
About two thirds of the clearing on farms 
allocated post war has been mallee and 
scrubplain—the lighter soils. 
About 45 per cent, of farm area in the 
newer regions has been developed to date 
and it is these farms allocated since the 
war which will contribute to continued 
expansion of cleared area in Western 
Australia, along with land as yet un-
alienated. 
5
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Number of farms 
The number of farms in the agricultural 
areas has increased by only 24 per cent, 
since 1946. This means that average farm 
size has increased from 1,730 to 1,990 
acres and average cleared area from 760 
to 1,350 acres. The average size and 
cleared area is small since the average is 
reduced by a large number of very small 
farms. 
Table 2 . — N u m b e r of farms, average size and 
production 
1946 1956 1966 Est. 1976 
No. of farms 
Average of total area 
Average cleared area 
Average cropped area 
Average sheep equiva-
lents 
18,387 
1,730 
760 
160 
600 
21,323 
1.800 
1,010 
245 
700 
22,853 
1,990 
1,350 
370 
1.190 
25.000 
2.200 
1,750 
490 
2,300 
Since the number of farm operators and 
workers has also remained fairly constant 
it follows that the cleared area per worker 
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has increased similarly. This is conse-
quent on increased mechanisation—larger 
tractors and cropping machinery and bulk 
handling of grain and superphosphate 
have been important developments. 
The trend to larger cleared area, cropped 
area and sheep per farm and per man is 
likely to continue for three reasons: 
• Increasing size of machinery is 
continuing. 
• Contracting services such as for 
superphosphate spreading com-
plete shearing and many other 
operations is increasing, and 
• The continued "cost-price squeeze" 
on agricultural products will 
necessitate continued improve-
ments in farm efficiency and 
productivity per farm and per 
man employed. 
Crop area and production 
Practically all the cropped area in 
Western Australia is sown to wheat, oats 
or barley. The cropped area increased 
from 2.9 to 8.4 million acres per year since 
1946. This is in line with the increase in 
cleared area, although there has been a 
tendency in the past 20 years for the 
proportion of land in crop to increase 
from about 21 to 27 per cent, of the cleared 
area. This has been due to better relative 
profitability of grain over wool and sheep 
products, particularly in the lower rainfall 
areas. 
Crop area is likely to continue to expand 
up to about 12.3 million acres by 1976. 
This follows from increased cleared areas 
although successive cropping and the use 
of nitrogenous fertilisers will contribute 
to a slightly increased proportion in crop. 
Table 3.—Crop area, 
Crop area (million acres) 
Crop percentage cleared 
All grain (million bushels) 
Yield—5 year average 
(bushels per acre) 
Wheat (million bushels) .... 
Yield—5 year average 
(bushels per acre) 
production and yield 
1946 
2 .9 
21.0 
25.7 
11.8 
20.9 
12.0 
1956 
5.2 
24.2 
74.3 
13.5 
53.3 
13.3 
1966 
8 .4 
27.3 
131.9 
14.5 
102 2 
14 2 
Est. 
1976 
12.3 
28.0 
209.0 
16.9 
180.0 
16.9 
Sowing a cereal crop on light land, using "tandem" tractors for increased power. The cropped area increased from 2.9 
million acres in 1946 to 8.4 million acres in 1966 
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How to be a galah on a tractor 
You know the type. He can't see past his 
beak—or won't look. He'll run over rocks, 
stumps, into ditches. He'll roll! 
When he's towing, he'll hitch a rope to 
the tractor any old where and snatch at 
loads. Even the knowledge that he could 
end up flat on his back with his tractor 
on top of him doesn't ruffle his feathers. 
He can repeat all the safety rules 
parrot fashion, but do you think he'll 
apply them? Not him! When you see 
someone acting this way, here's what to say 
to them: Don't be a galah —please! 
Join the Circle of Safety with Mobil 
Please mention the "Journal ol Agriculture of W.A.," when writing to advertises 
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GROWTH 
boosted at the right t ime! 
Double-action BASF NITRO-GREEN, nitrogenous fertilizer, puts 
life back into soil . . . boosts growth . . . increases yields. 
BASF NITRO-CREEN gives you nitrogen in two forms — quick-
acting nitrate which is absorbed by roots to give an immediate 
boost during the vital growing period; and longer-lasting 
ammonium form, which continues to feed the trees 
over an extended period. 
BASF NITRO-GREEN 
• Free-flowing granules • Contains H.5% nitrogen 
o Does not affect soil pH • Reduces need for liming 
•NITRO-GREEN-
CALCIUM AMMONIUM NITRATE FERTILIZER 
O m i l l T I I I I D T R A D E M A R K O F 
• A D I I C K I A N I L I H . t S O O A - F A R R I K AG 
LUOWISSHAFEN AM RHCIH. W I S T OCRHANT 
AUSTRALIA LTD. 
9065 
HEAD OFFICE: 
S Y D N E Y • 
2 HIGH STREET, 
B R I S B A N E 
NORTHCOTE, N.16, 
• A D E L A I D E v'SlVft 
M M H mention the "/ournal of AgtlcuHun of W.A.." when writing to «fy»rti»«r» 
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Large self-propel led headers harvest ing a wheat crop. About the total crop in 1966 was wheat 
About three quarters of the crop area 
and production in 1966 was wheat. Total 
grain production and wheat production are 
likely to increase by 58 and 78 per cent. 
t>y 1976. A continued increase can be 
expected in yield per acre from improved 
varieties, a higher proportion of crop on 
old clover land and the use of nitrogenous 
fertilisers. 
Improved pasture 
There were 11.4 million acres of pasture 
*n 1966, more than double the area in 1956 
and over five times the area in 1946 (1.9 
million acres). 
The sowing of subterranean clover 
Pastures on the light lands in particular 
nas helped the productivity of these soils 
oy providing good pasture for stock and 
oy improving the fertility of the soil for 
subsequent crops through the fixation of 
"itrogen by pasture legumes. 
h
 Tl\e.se clover pastures also brought 
weeding problems in sheep due to their 
n
,
n t
 °
r
 oestrogenic substances. This 
yroDiem can be largely avoided by stock 
n n ^ a ? . e m e n t ; v a r i e t i es of clover have 
w been developed which are almost 
oestrogen-free. 
Table 4.—Pasture area 
Pasture area (million acres) 
Pasture, percentage of 
cleared area 
1946 
1.9 
13.7 
1956 
5.4 
25.2 
1966 
11.4 
36.8 
Est. 
1976 
26.2 
60.0 
Despite the very rapid increase in 
pasture area and the availability of suit-
able species for most areas, the proportion 
of the cleared area in improved pasture 
was only 36.8 per cent, in 1966. This is 
likely to change rapidly in the next decade 
as varieties are now available for all areas 
with over 11 inches of annual rainfall. 
About 60 per cent, of the cleared area in 
1976 could be in pasture. (A further 28 
per cent, is in crop each year so the 
area not sown to crop or pasture could be 
as low as 12 per cent., or 5 million acres.) 
Sheep 
The number of sheep in the agricultural 
areas increased from 7.0 million in 1946 to 
20.7 million in 1966 and could rise as high 
as 48 million in the next decade. The 
rapid increase is due to the increase in 
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cleared area and higher stocking rates 
following on improved pasture production 
from clovers, and changes in flock man-
agement such as spring lambing and set 
stocking. 
There is, at present, a shortage of sheep 
to graze the available pasture but this 
leeway should be overcome in less than 
ten years by 
• retaining ewes to eight years old 
(instead of selling at five to six 
years), 
• mating maiden ewes younger (at 
10 months instead of 20 months), 
and 
• by improving the lambing per-
centages (at present only about 
69 per cent, of ewes mated). 
Table 5.—Sheep numbers and stocking rate 
1946 1956 1966 ^ 
Sheep number (millions) 7.03 10.98 20 70 48.0 
Sheep per cleared acre .... 0 51 0 51 0 67 I . I 
Although there will be a rapid increase 
in total sheep, the number of prime lambs 
is likely to remain fairly constant and 
thus supply local requirements, with a 
decline in exports. The price on the export 
market does not warrant expansion of 
this section of the industry. There will, 
however, be an expansion in the mutton 
exporting trade, particularly to Asian 
countries, as sheep numbers increase and 
the cast-for-age sheep must be disposed of. 
A continued improvement in stocking 
rate can be expected as larger areas are 
sown to improved pasture, more farmers 
adopt the better management techniques, 
and more sheep become available. The 
stocking rate could be 1.1 sheep per acre 
cleared in 1976—ranging from five to six 
sheep an acre in the high rainfall areas 
of the south-west, to three to four in the 
Esperance area and to about 0.6 in the 10 
to 11-inch rainfall area. 
Cattle 
Dairy cattle have declined from 218,000 
in 1946 to 209,000 in 1966. They are likely 
to remaii fairly constant with, a higher 
an easiern agr irurai distncT. There is a shortage of sheep to graze present available pasture but be overcome in less than ten years 
mid 
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Cattle on a grazing property south of Perth. Beef cattle numbers have increased from 96,000 in 1946 to 451,000 in 
1966. With good prices for beef on the world and local markets this increase is likely to continue 
Table 6.—Cattle numbers 
1946 1956 1965 Est. 1976 
Dairy ('000) 
Beef (000) 
Stocking rate (sheep equiva-
lent per acre) 
218 
96 
223 
158 
209 
451 
0 73 0 69 0 
200 
720 
I 31 
proportion of the milk supply being used 
to provide whole milk. A declining pro-
portion of milk is used for butter 
production. 
In contrast, beef cattle numbers have 
increased from 96X00 in 1946 to 451,000 in 
1966. This trend is likely to continue, with 
good beef prices both locally and on the 
world market and because of the shortage 
of sheep to fully stock pastures. 
If cattle numbers are included as sheep 
equivalents, the stocking rate in 1966 was 
about 0.88 sheep equivalents per cleared 
acre. This could rise to 1.3 per acre by 
1976. 
Fertilisers 
The rapid expansion in cleared area and 
the sowing and topdressing of pastures 
has meant that superphosphate usage has 
shown a marked increase since 1946. 
With further increases in crop and 
pasture area the superphosphate usage 
could double in the next 10 years to about 
two million tons. 
Other fertiliser has in the past consisted 
mainly of mixed fertiliser for orchards 
and vegetables and potash fertilisers for 
pastures. 
In the past five years the use of nitro-
genous fertilisers, particularly urea, on 
cereal crops has meant an increase in the 
use of "other fertilisers." Nitrogenous 
fertilisers are now commonly used on first 
crops on newly-cleared land to ensure a 
good yield and ample stubble to burn to 
help control any regrowth. They are also 
used on second or third successive crops 
Table 7.—Fertiliser 
Superphosphate ('000 tons) 
Other fertilisers ('000 tons) 
1946 
175 
17 
usage 
1956 
450 
18 
1966 
934 
39 
Est. 
1976 
2,000 
120 
363 
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on older land to offset the depleted 
nitrogen status of the soil. 
Much more nitrogenous fertiliser will be 
used in the future, particularly in the 
medium and higher rainfall areas, to 
ensure crop yields. Consumption of 
"other fertilisers" will therefore, increase 
markedly and this demand will probably 
be met by the new fertiliser works being 
established at Kwinana. 
Machinery 
Practically all the machinery used on 
Western Australian farms is manufactured 
in Australia. Many tractors and cultivat-
ing implements are made in Western 
Australia. 
The machinery is designed for local 
conditions and has been increasing in 
size to enable larger areas of crop or 
pasture to be handled per farm and per 
man. Increased mechanisation is likely, 
such as in bulk handling of all super-
phosphate, both for pasture or crop, and 
the size of machinery will probably in-
crease still further. 
This trend means higher capitalisation 
in plant and machinery and less depend-
ance on employed labour. It also means 
that people with limited capital have little 
chance of becoming established in farm-
ing in Western Australia. 
The minimum capital requirement to 
develop a virgin block is $25,000 to $35,000 
while much more is required to take up 
a partly-developed or developed property. 
Other industries 
Other agricultural industries established 
in Western Australia are fruit and vege-
tables, poultry and eggs, pigs and apicul-
ture. Most of these merely supply the 
requirement of the local market although 
the export of apples and honey is con-
siderable. Although some of these indus-
tries have expanded rapidly their import-
ance in Western Australian agriculture is 
relatively small. 
Pastoral areas 
Outside the triangle of agricultural areas 
in the south west of Western Australia 
lie the vast pastoral areas where sheep 
and beef cattle graze on the natural 
vegetation. Property sizes range up to one 
million acres. Following overstocking or 
uncontrolled grazing in the earlier part 
of the century the number of sheep and 
cattle in these areas has risen only slowly 
since 1946. 
Table 8.—Pastoral areas stock numbers 
1946 
Sheep (millions) 1 2.7 
Cattle ('000) 520 
1956 
3.2 
515 
1966 
3.7 
622 
Beef cattle are confined mostly to the 
Kimberley region of the State. There is 
a possibility of improved stocking rates 
and turn-off of cattle from this area with 
control of breeding cattle by fencing and 
watering. The likely increase in numbers 
depends on how rapidly the station owners 
implement these practices. 
Sheep numbers in the remainder of the 
pastoral areas are likely to remain fairly 
constant in the future, with the need to 
ensure that natural vegetation is not 
further devastated. 
Ord River 
At the small irrigation settlement at 
Kununurra in the east Kimberleys, the 
only commercial crop grown to date is 
cotton. The first crop in 1963-64 was 1,360 
acres which yielded 447 lb. of lint per acre. 
The 1966 crop of 8,000 acres yielded about 
800 lb. of lint per acre and totalled nearly 
13,000 bales. 
With existing irrigation facilities the 
crop area could increase to about 15,000 
acres, but building of the proposed main 
dam on the Ord River would make it 
possible to irrigate about 150,000 acres. 
Alternative crops such as grain sorghum, 
wheat, safflower, soybean and sugar are 
being investigated. 
Cotton seed meal or other products 
produced under irrigation should enable 
the beef cattle industry in the area to 
improve its numbers, turn-off and quality 
Land values 
Land values in the cereal and sheep 
areas have increased from about $6 to $8 
364 
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t « DOOR TO DOOR" DELIVERY 
[ 
by TERMINAL FEEDER SERVICE 
A convenient "door to door" delivery of livestock is provided by the 
railways in association with local contract carriers operating to and from 
many country centres throughout the State. 
This co-ordinated rail and road service enables integrated movements 
of livestock from farm to sale, sale to farm or from farm to farm. 
The benefit of these "feeder" services may be obtained where not less 
than one small van is hauled a minimum distance of 100 miles by rail. MAY WE HELP YOU? 
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS 
The uncompromising 
concept 
Everything at its best. 
Braking, road holding, acceleration, 
comfort and safety. This is 
'he fundamental principle 
applied to the BMW. You a r e ^ 
invited to test the 
BMW concept in both 
manual & automatic models. 
Sole distributors for 
Western Australia 
Continental Motors 196S 
'275 Hay St.. Perth 
Phone 21 2215. After hours 3 1795 
A product^{ Bayerische Motoren Werke AG. Munich. BMW (Australia) 
The unbeatable BMW 
Pty. Ltd., 63 Kingsway, South Melbourne 
Ptooao •• f l t lun tho "Journal of Aojvicufturo of W . A V wnon wrfffno to advertiser! 
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DROUGHT 
RECOVERY! 
rebuild stock profits 
with Sire Sine 
Ram Harness 
Safe, sure mating identification means better 
management of your flock. Sire-Sine is an 
aid for improving mating, lambing and manage-
ment practices on sheep properties for these 
reasons:— 
Ewes which fail to mate can be identified. Now 
you can avoid supplementary feeding of ewes not 
in lamb and concentrate on those which have 
conceived. Concentration aimed specifically at 
those ewes in lamb means an increased lambing 
percentage. 
Lambing supervision is improved. It is sim-
ple to identify ewes which mate within each 
week or fortnight by varying the colours of the 
crayons. Now ewes due to lamb at the same time 
can be placed together in a separate paddock. 
No need to supervise ewes not due to lamb. 
Early detection and removal of unmated ewes. 
4. Savings in the cost ol supplementary feeding 
prior to lambing. 
5. Increased lambing percentages and a higher 
percentage marked. 
6. Higher stocking rates. 
7. Better control of ewes at lambing time to avoid 
losses. 
8. Improved management of the flock including 
control of pregnancy toxaemia, marking, vac-
cinating and selling. 
The Sire-Sine Ram Harness is folly adjustable 
—fits all rams. Four different crayon colours to 
choose from, and the marks are easily scoured 
from wool. 
Now available — STOK-SINE, the new livestock marking pencil. Stok-Sine is 
1. Completely scourable. 
2. Available in red, blue, green and yellow. 
3. Packed in a waterproof plastic container. 
4. Clean and easy to use. 
5. Made to C.S.I.R.O. formula. 
(Approved under the Sheep Branding Fluids Act 1963) 
See your local wool broker, or write for post free information IO 
HORTICULTURAL INDUSTRIES PTY. LTD. 
327 Plummer Street, Port Melbourne, Vic. Tel. 64 2311 """A" 
and 27 Fitzpatrick Street, Revesby, N.S.W. Tel. 770705 
M H N mantlon th« "Journal of Agriculture ol W_A.." whan writing to adv«rti*«rs 
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per cleared acre in the immediate post 
war years to $30 to $60 per cleared acre at 
present. As already mentioned the size of 
farm has also increased and hence the 
capitalisation in land and fixed improve-
ments has increased tremendously. 
A fully-developed 4,000-acre property in 
the wheatbelt would now be valued at 
about $130,000. An average property of 
2,000 acres in the higher rainfall areas 
(14-20 inches) would also be valued at 
about $130,000. Investment in stock and 
plant would have to be added to this. 
As the agricultural areas become more 
fully developed and less virgin land is 
available the land values will continue to 
increase for the next 10 to 20 years. 
Table 9.—Gross value of rural production — 
agricultural areas 
1956 1966 Est. 1976 
Gross value ($ mil l ion) 
Gross value per cleared acre ($) 
205 
9 5 
380 
12.3 
670 
15.3 
Gross value of production 
The gross value of all rural production 
in the agricultural areas of Western Aus-
tralia has increased from about $205 
million in 1956 to about $380 million in 
1966. 
Table 10.—Gross value of agricultural production. 
Western Australia, 1965-1966 
Industry 
Wheat 
Oats 
Barley 
Woo l 
Mutton and lamb 
Beef cattle 
Fruit 
Vegetables 
Milk 
Pigs slaughtered .... 
Poultry 
Cotton 
Clover seed 
Honey and bees wax 
Other 
Total 
Gross Value 
($m) 
153 
18 
7 
114 
16 
28 
10 
12 
15 
6 
9 
2 
3 
0 
9 
406.9 
WESTERN A U S T R A L I A — AGRICULTURAL AREAS 
Agricultural production and development, 1946 to 1966 , and projection to 1976 
Un i t 1946 1956 1966 
Percentage 
change, 
1946-66 
Est. 
1976 
Percentage 
change. 
1966-67 
Total area 
No. of farms 
Cleared area 
Average cleared area 
Crop area 
Crop—Percentage cleared 
All grain .... 
Yield—5 year average 
Wheat .... 
Yield—5 year average 
Pasture area 
Pasture—Percentage cleared 
Sheep—Nos. 
Sheep per cleared acre 
Dairy cattle 
Beef cattle 
All stock as sheep equivalent per 
acre cleared 
Superphosphate 
° t h e r fert i l iser 
Gross value 
Cross value per cleared acre 
m. ac 
000 
m. ac. 
ac. 
m. ac. 
per cent, 
m. bush, 
bush. ac. : 
m. bush. 
bush, ac 
m. ac. 
per cent. 
mill. 
No. ac. 
000 
000 
No./ac 
'000 tons 
000 tons 
$m. 
$ 
31.8 
18.4 
13.9 
760 
2.9 
21 
25 
II 
20 
12 
218 
96 
0 73 
175 
17 
38.2 
21.3 ' 
21.5 
1,010 
5.2 
24.2 
74.3 
, 13 5 
53.3 
13.3 
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0.51 
223 
158 
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14.5 
102.2 
14.2 
11.4 
36.8 
20.70 
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0 88 
934 
39 
380 
12.3 
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48 
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1.31 
2,000 
120 
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17 
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49 
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- 24 
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The estimated value of 1976 production, 
at 1966 prices, is $670 million—an increase 
of 76 per cent. 
Part of this increase is due to increased 
cleared area but increased intensity of 
production from improved crop yields and 
stocking rates will also be important. 
Gross value per cleared acre could rise to 
$15.3 per acre—an increase of 24 per cent. 
With, the continuation of the tendency for 
more crop and stock per man and per 
farm, and increased gross return per acre, 
it will be possible for farmers to offset the 
effect of increased costs of inputs—the 
cost-price squeeze. 
Estimates of the 1965-66 gross value 
figures are given in Table 10 to illustrate 
the relative importance of the various 
agricultural industries in the State. 
DAY OLD CHICKS 
Australorp, R.I. Red, Light Sussex, White 
Leghorn, New Hampshire, First Cross, 
Light Sussex/Red Cross. 
All replacement stock taken from 365 days 
of trapnested proven birds. 
BERKSHIRE ROAD, FORRESTFIELD 
(on the Mldland-Cannlngton Road) 
Phone 69 6211 
• Prestretched for longer life and faster 
cutting. 
• Reduced vibration from stable design 
and precision components. 
• Sizes for all model power saws—pitches 
from | " to {". 
• Matching sprockets and guide bars also 
available. 
Available through 
SANDOVERS PTY. LTD. 
Perth, Albany, Bunbury, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie. 
MILLARS - SANDOVERS 
Esperance, Darwin. 
368 
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Q 
F A R M E R S 
ARE CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISED 
To Contact Directly 
GERALD'S 
ELECTRIC 
177A MURRAY ST., next to Ahems—in lane upstairs. Tel. 23 4589 
B A R G A I N SHOPPING 
ELECTRICAL PHOTOGRAPHICS GIFT ARTICLES 
FURNITURE CARPETS JEWELLERY 
CHOOSE FROM 20,000 ITEMS 
LOWEST TERMS IN W.A. 
SEE US LAST! 
After you have been everywhere in town, really shopped around, bring 
your best price to us, you'll leave us happier with more in your wallet. 
We can guarantee it! 
KNOWINGLY GERALD'S WILL NOT ALLOW 
ANYONE TO UNDERSELL THEM 
Fans, Air Conditioners, Cake Mixers, Can Openers, Car Cleaners, Clothes Dryers, Coffee Perco-
lators, Cookers, Deep Fryers, Frypans (all sizes), Grillers, Rice Cookers, Rotisseries, Saucepans, 
Pressure Cookers, Defrosters, Dishwashers, Exhaust Fans, Floor Polishers, Gas Ranges, Hair Clippers, 
Hair Dryers, Hot Water Systems, Ice Boxes, Infra-red Lamps, Irons, Jugs, Juice Extractors, Kettles, 
Lamps and Light Fittings, Lawn Mowers, Radios, Radiograms, Record Players, Refrigerators, Sewing 
Machines, Shavers, Stoves, TVs, Tape Recorders, Washing Machines, etc., e t c 
COUNTRY MEMBERS COUPON: I would like more information 
about 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
GERALD'S ELECTRIC ""STZ&r* 
Please mention the "Journal of Agriculture of WJL," when writing to advertisers 
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